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Call for proposals to host the 21st International Conference of Women Engineers and Scientists (ICWES21)

🌍 Call for Proposals to Host the 21st International Conference of Women Engineers and Scientists (ICWES21)
The International Network of Women Engineers and Scientists (INWES) invites proposals to host the 21st International Conference of Women Engineers and Scientists (ICWES21), to be held in the third or fourth quarter of 2029.
Held every three years, ICWES is a flagship global event that brings together women in STEM to exchange knowledge, foster collaboration, and advance gender equity in science and engineering. The upcoming ICWES20 will take place in August 2026 in Clark Freeport and Economic Zone, Philippines.
We strongly encourage proposals from organizations based in Africa and the Americas, in line with our commitment to regional diversity and inclusion.

📌 Proposal Requirements
Proposals should clearly demonstrate:
· The feasibility and suitability of the proposed location
· Capacity to secure sponsorships and reduce participant costs
· Ability to host INWES Board Meetings before and after the conference
Please ensure your submission addresses all items listed under “Responsibilities of Conference Organizers.” Multiple proposals will be evaluated by the INWES Conference Committee, which will make a recommendation to the INWES Board of Directors. Directors affiliated with a proposal will abstain from voting to avoid conflicts of interest.
Once a host is selected, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) will be signed within two months to outline the roles and responsibilities of both parties.

📅 Key Dates
	Milestone
	Date

	Call for Proposals Issued
	June 2025

	Preliminary Submission Deadline
	31 October 2025

	Final Proposal Deadline
	30 November 2025

	Recommendation to INWES Board
	January 2026

	INWES Board Vote
	February 2026

	Host Organization Announced
	March 2026

	MOU Finalized
	May 2026


The selected host organization should be prepared to present ICWES21 plans at ICWES20 in August 2026.

📝 Bid Submission Guidelines
ICWES21 is typically a 3–5-day event organized by a local institution or consortium, with at least one INWES-affiliated organization involved. Proposals should include:
· Proposed month and location (city and country)
· Description of conference facilities and accommodation options, including hybrid/hyflex capabilities
· Budget estimates and projected registration/accommodation costs (see Attachment 2: INWES Budget Template)
· Proposed theme(s), draft agenda, and preliminary timetable
· Composition of the organizing committee
· Details of financial and in-kind support, including potential government backing
· Publicity and outreach plans
· Strategies to engage local and regional women in STEM networks
· Any additional information relevant to the responsibilities outlined below

🎯 Aims of ICWES
ICWES Conferences aimed to:
· Foster global dialogue on STEM and gender equity
· Provide platforms for regional and cross-regional exchange
· Connect women in STEM across borders and disciplines
· Strengthening INWES and its regional networks

🛠 Responsibilities of Conference Organizers
Organizers will:
· Oversee all aspects of conference planning and execution
· Develop and manage the conference budget
· Secure sponsorships and financial support
· Promote the event locally and internationally
· Cover all conference-related expenses through registration fees and fundraising
· Manage logistics including venue, equipment, catering, speaker travel, and printing
· Coordinate peer review of abstracts for sessions on STEM, education, and gender equity
· Include a donation to INWES in the budget, as agreed in the MOU
· Host INWES Board Meetings (2 days before, 1 afternoon during, and 1 day after the conference)
· Submit a post-conference report, attendee list, sponsor list, and final financial report
Subcommittees may be formed to manage:
· Fundraising and grant handling
· Program development
· Venue and accommodation logistics
· Social events and documentation
· Special programs (e.g., student or partner tracks)
· Travel and visa support
· Bursary administration




🤝 Responsibilities of INWES
· Advice on sponsorship and fundraising strategies
· Provide travel support to board members (subject to grant availability)
· Offering letters of support and fundraising materials
· Share delegate databases and outreach contacts
· Advice on budgeting and participation based on past experience
· Encourage involvement of INWES Corporate Partners
· Promote the conference via INWES platforms
· Organize INWES Board and Members’ Meetings during the event
· Share insights and best practices from previous ICWES conferences

📥 Submission Instructions
Submit your proposal via email to conferences@inwes.net, with a copy to shun.liensung@inwes.net, addressed to Shun-Lien SUNG, Vice President of Conferences, no later than:
Monday, 30th November 2025, 23:59 EDT

📎 Attachments
· Attachment 1: Preliminary Proposal Form (due 31 August 2025)
· Attachment 2: INWES Conference Budget Template

HISTORY of ICWES
From 15th to 21st June 1964, a Conference was held in New York organized by the Society of Women Engineers, and women engineers and scientists from a number of countries were invited to take part and to speak. This was called the First International Conference of Women Engineers and Scientists.
At the close of that Conference a group of participants from the United Kingdom issued an invitation to those present to attend another Conference in the United Kingdom. This second Conference was held in Cambridge, England in 1967.
At that Conference, the organizing committee invited certain people to attend a meeting to discuss the possibility of arranging the next Conference. By this time the acronym ‘ICWES’ had come into use, both to describe the conferences and activity in connection with their organization. By the time the fifth Conference was held in Rouen in September 1978, it was clear that documentary guidelines were necessary to assist future organizers and to preserve the essential character and continuity of ICWES Conferences. These guidelines were modified at the sixth ICWES in Bombay in September 1981, at the seventh in Washington in June 1984, at the eighth in Cote d’Ivoire, at the tenth in Budapest in 1996, after the eleventh in Chiba, Japan in July 1999 and at the twelfth in Ottawa in 2002. 
In Ottawa, the Delegate meeting voted that a new organization (International Network of Women Engineers and Scientists, INWES) should be formed to carry on the work of ICWES in the years between the Conferences, as well as to develop more interactions and cooperation between countries around the world in the field of women in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). ICWES was to remain largely as it had ever been, but it would be protected by being part of a larger organisation and would have more resources to call upon. 



Attachment 1: Preliminary Proposal form to host ICWES21
Please fill in this form and submit to conferences@inwes.net and cc to shun.liensung@inwes.net no later than Wednesday 31 August 2025, 23:59 EDT to indicate your interest in placing a bid to host ICWES21. The complete proposal should be submitted by Monday 31 October 2025, 23:59 EDT.
	Name of Organization
(please indicate whether the organization is, or is in the process of applying for membership as, an INWES member )
	


	Venue for ICWES21
(please include exact location including name of City and Country)
	


	Date for ICWES21
(may be tentative)
	

	Anticipated budget for ICWES21
(please indicate total budget amount and indicate sources of funding)
	



	Contact information 
	Name:
Email:
Phone number (with country code):

	Reason for placing the bid (briefly, in 5~10 sentences)
	





	Other Remarks


	



INWES (International Network of Women Engineers and Scientists) 
E-mail: conferences@inwes.net, Website: www.inwes.org
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