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Dear members of INWES,
I would like first of all to express my sincere
and deep condolences to all those affected by
the tragic ferry disaster in South Korea. The
death of so many, including a large number of
high school students, is a sad loss and our
thoughts are with those who are grieving. I
dearly hope that improvements can be made
to lifesaving systems, in South Korea and
around the world, so that this kind of tragedy
never happens again.
The end of 2013 of the beginning of 2014
has been a busy time for INWES board and
executive members.We had our annual board
meeting on the 16th and 17th of December
in KIST-Europe, Saarbrucken, Germany with
the support of the Association of Korean
Woman Scientists and Engineers (KWSE) and
our former board member Myung Hee Jung.
Twelve of our board members and five guests
participated in the two-day board meeting,
where they reported back on their activities
and discussed changes in the current bylaw
and our preparations for ICWES16. We were
very fortunate to have Caroline BelanMenagier from the French Ministry of Higher
Education and Research present to give a
presentation on the COST genderSTE targeted
network. We also discussed ways to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of ICWES at ICWES16
in LA. It was a very productive meeting,
allowing us to prepare for our activities in
2014.
2014 is a big year for INWES, not least
because the triennial meeting ICWES will be
held from 23rd to 25th of October in Los
Angeles, USA, hosted by the Society of Woman
Engineers (SWE) in the USA. We are
expecting a great ICWES16, where
international INWES members and American
women engineers from SWE can gather
together again after 50 years.The first ICWES
conference (ICWES 1) was held in 1964 and
was also hosted by SWE.The INWES board is
planning to celebrate the half centennial of
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ICWES and we are especially thankful to
Secretary General Jung Sun Kim, board
member Margaret Ajibode, and volunteers
Jennifer Atchison of INM and Myung Hee Jung
of KIST-Europe for their efforts to archive the
documents of ICWES “herstory”.
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Our first INWES regional network, APNN (Asia
and Pacific Nation Network) will be holding
their 2014 meeting in Seoul, Korea on July
30th, hosted by KWSE (The Association of
Korea Women Scientists and Engineers) - the
first chair organization of APNN. The 2014
APNN will be held in conjunction with
MAPWiST. I am very excited about this event
and would like to send many thanks to Dr.
Hyang Sook Yoo, Chair of APNN for 20112014; Dr. Sung Ok Hahn, the current President
of KWSE; and all the KWSE members
involved for organizing this year’s meeting and
preparing interesting topics. This year’s APNN
includes a camp for young women scientists
and engineers from the Asian and Pacific
Nations.With initiatives like this, I fully expect
APNN to be part of a future “herstory”, for its
impact in advancing women engineers and
scientists in the Asia and Pacific region.
Due to the changes in the law in Canada,
where INWES is a legal corporation, we are
going through the process of making necessary
amendments to our bylaw.These changes are
progressing well; however, to complete the
process we will have to hold a special general
meeting, and in this we will need your support
and cooperation. The necessary information
will be sent to you shortly. I would like to thank
our Vice-President, Liette Vassuer, for all her
efforts, and the executive members for
supporting the process fully.
I look forward to having more of you involved
in INWES activities in the year to come, and
hope your organization and individuals will feel
empowered to achieve the changes you want
to see in the STEM field. INWES is committed
to supporting you as much as we can. As
always, I welcome any suggestions and ideas
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at any time of the year. I look forward to
another energetic and fruitful year of
working together to make changes for a
better world.
Wishing everyone a Happy Spring!
Warm regards,
Kong-Joo Lee, PhD, INWES President

Happy Snapping!
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Upcoming Conferences
We look forward to seeing many of you at the
upcoming ICWES16 on the 23rd to 25th October 2014
in Los Angeles, California, USA

For more information visit www.swe.org/we14
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